Affidavit of Name, A
I, NAME, hereby declare under penalty of perjury and that it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and ability:
1. My name is X and I was born on DOB in PLACE, Guatemala.

2. I have been the victim of long term abuse and mistreatment in Guatemala.  In 2002, when I was 15 years old I met and married Y who was 5 years older than me.  Y became very jealous very soon after we were married. Although I rarely went anywhere other than to see my family without him, he said that I was with other men and when I became pregnant within a few months of us being married, he said that the baby was not his and beat me very badly.  Y continued to beat me on a regular basis because he said that I was not as a wife should be.  

3. Because of his beatings, I miscarried and we lost that baby.  Y said that this was my fault and because of my behavior I had lost the baby.  I was young and loved Y and thought that things would get better but they never did.  Y continued to beat me and tell me that everything was my fault.  When I would ask him why he was treating me this way, he would say that I did not have the right to speak because I was not with anything and that I should not even look him in the eye as I did not deserve that right.  Y would hit me and then force me to have sexual relations with him.  Even when I was hurt or sick, Y would hit me and force himself on me.
4. Y told me that if I told anyone what he was doing, he would kill me.  He told me this many times.  When my mom would ask me about marks or bruises on my face, I would lie and say that I was fine.  I was afraid that if I said anything, Y would kill me and hurt my mom because she lives by herself since my father left when I was three years old.
5. Y would become even more abusive with me when he was drinking which was often.
6. Y's family, who we lived with, was also very mean to me.  They would yell at me, they would not let me eat or cook anything in the house.  They would humiliate me whenever possible.  They would say that since I did not have a father there was nobody to defend me and that they could do whatever they wanted to me.
7. When I was about to give birth to our first son, A, I went to stay with my mom so she could help with the baby.  Y came over drunk and was yelling at me for being a bad wife or not as he thought a wife should be.  My sister tried to defend me but Y threatened her as well.  I tried to help my sister and Y beat me badly in front of my mom and sister.  I stayed with my mom but I could not stay very long because my mom told me I had to leave as she did not have enough money to provide for me and the baby.  I went to live with an aunt for a few months but had nowhere that I could go as I had a new infant and did not have any connections to anyone outside from my village and family.
8. When Y would come stay with the baby and me at his aunt’s, he would  become angry with the baby for crying and would get mad at me for not being able to make the baby stop crying.  He said that as a wife I should know how to do these things.

9. When the baby was about 3 months old, I made a complaint against him with the authorities.   I told the judge all of the things that he had said to me and that he threatened to kill me.  The judge said that I did not have to live with Y but Y promised the judge that he would change.  The judge said that he would give Y a chance and that I should come back if things did not change.  I went to live with Y again and hoped that he was being honest in what he told the judge.

10. When we got home after this incident with the judge, Y beat me so badly that I was bleeding from my nose and he hit the baby on his head.  He said that this was so that I knew never again to do a complaint.  He said I should go show them the blood that he had put on me and that I should know that next time I tried to ask for help he would hurt me even more.

11. Y started to be with other women and would say that I was just a little girl and he did not want to be with me anymore.  Y would then come and apologize and say that he wanted us to be together again.  I thought things would be different but soon after I learned that one of the girls that Y had been with was pregnant with his child.  That child was born only a few months after my oldest son.
12. I stayed with Y as I did not feel that I had any other choice.  He said that if I did not stay with him, I would not be able to be with any other man because the day that I tried to leave, he would kill me.  I did not feel that anyone could help me because I was so afraid of Y's threats.    I had tried to get help before and the judge had just sent Y home and Y became even more violent.

13. In 2005, Y came to the United States.  He would call me and yell at me and say that I was a “puta” (whore).   He would say that he would know what I was doing as his family was watching me and that he would come back and kill me for being with other men.  I could not stay with Y’s family anymore and I could not stay with my mom as she did not want my son and I with her.  I had had to go live in a small room in town with my son.
14. Y’s father would come by our room when he was drunk and would grab my face and force kisses on me.  Y’s father would offer me money to have relations with him but I was able to refuse him.  He was older and drunk so he did not succeed in forcing himself on me.

15. I went back to live with my mom as she said that I could come back  after a few months of seeing me live in the room.  Y would call all the time and said that I had to ask him before I left the house.  He said that I was going and being with other men and that I had to just be in the house waiting for him.  It was so awful to have him make me so afraid even when he was far away.
16. I finally told him that I did not want to be with him any longer and that I was going to leave.  Y left a message that if I was not home when he got back from the United States, he would kill me.
17. Y came home within two days so I was surprised because I did not think he would come so fast.  I told him that I did not want to be with him but he forced himself on me.  It was so painful and horrible to have him force himself on me. From this incident, I became pregnant with our son.
18. Y to beat me regularly.  One day he came in with a machete and beat me with the non sharp end.  He beat me so badly that there was blood everywhere.  He beat me in front of my mom as if it was nothing and would threaten to kill both of us if we said anything to anyone.
19. To try and escape, my son and I went to live with my uncle in the state of Quetzaltenango, Guatemala.
20. Once I was gone, Y found out and came to my mom’s house with a lot of anger.  He was on a horse and he broke down the door and entered inside on the horse. He broke the furniture and TV because he was so angry that I was not there.  My mom called crying and said that Y told her if I did not appear, he would kill her.

21. I was so scared for my mom as we do not have any male relatives who could have protected her.  I called Y from the phone of a friend of my uncle and told Y to leave my mom alone.  I told Y that I was not going to be with him anymore and that he should leave me and my family alone.

22. Y was able to figure out where I was from the number on the phone that I called from.   Y came to my uncle’s house with police officers who were in uniform.  The police told my uncle that he had to tell them where I was and if he did not, that he would have problems.  The police said that they needed to speak to me.  My uncle let them in as he was afraid since it was the police.
23. The police and Y told me that I had to go back to living with Y.  Y said that if I did not go back he would hurt my mother.  The police said that I had to go back to living with my husband.  The police said that Y was just talking to me and that I had to go back to him as that was what he wanted and as I was his wife, I had to do what Y wanted.
24. I went back with Y as I did not have a choice.  Y said that he had spent a lot of money looking for me  and  for that I would pay.  He beat me terribly.  This went on for days.
25. My older son kept saying that we should leave.  He kept saying that we should leave and go where I was not being hit.  I felt so helpless and stuck as I did not know where we could go to get away from Y and also how I would support myself, son and unborn baby.

26. Y told me  over and over again that if we left, he would kill me.  I was also scared that if I left, Y would go after my mom and harm or even kill her as he had threatened to do so.

27. When I was ready to give birth to our second son, B, , Y was drunk and would not take me to the hospital.  He said that the baby was not his and would not have anything to do with me.  My cousin took me to hospital. 

28. When I was back home with the new baby, Y would come and go.  He would go on a drinking binge for a few weeks and then would come back and beat me, then go away again and come back when he was out of money.
29. Every time that Y gave us any money, he would say that I was shit and not worth anything.  Y would sometimes hit the kids as well.  It was so difficult to feel that I could not protect my children as I wanted to.  My older son told Y that one day he would be big and would buy a house and care for me.  He told Y that Y was bad and this just made Y angrier.
30. In 2008, Y tried to kill himself by taking poison.  His family blamed me and said that I had to pay for the hospital bills.  I told Y that I did not want to live with them anymore and that I was going to find a way for the kids and me to move away.  Y said that if I left he would drink more and would die and that I then knew what would wait for me with his family.  He threatened that his family would punish me and kill me.

31. After Y told me this, I went and registered an official statement recording Y’s statements and threats.  The authorities did not do anything other than record the statement.
32. I could not live with my mom as she was too afraid after what happened last time.  I was also scared of what Y would do to me if we left and he found m again.  I went with Y and our sons to live in a hut on the edge of his family’s land.  He continued to beat me and yell at me.  We were now in a place far away from other houses but his family would come and take money that I had made or would come and try to say that I had been with other men.  Y would become even angrier after this and beat me more

33. After a while, we were able to build a small house with the money that I had saved but once it was done, Y said that it was his and we should leave as me and the kids were shit and not worth anything

34. My older son told the pastor what Y had said.  The pastor came and spoke to me and said that my son was being traumatized and that what was happening was bad.  I asked the pastor what he could do to help us but the pastor did not say that there was anything he could do to help.

35. I spoke with my son and apologized and told him that one day I would find a way for me to make more money so that I could make a better life for him.  
36. In YEAR, I was able to come to the United States and took the opportunity to try and escape and make a better life for my sons.  At first Y was here in the United States and I stayed with him and his brother as I had nowhere else to stay.  

37. Y has been back and forth between the United States and Guatemala as he has been deported at least once. When I left my son told me that I had to promise to be careful as he knew that his dad would possible be in the United States and could hurt me here as well.  Having my young son worry about this is very difficult for me.

38. Y was abusive to me in the United States as well.  I was speaking with my sister one day and Y would not let me talk to her and made me hang up.  He hit me on the side of the face.  I did not call the police as I did not him to be deported again and harm my mom or my sons.  He had said that if he was sent back, he would take my sons and I never would see them again.  

39. I moved in with a cousin a few months ago and Y has called again to threaten me. I have reported his recent threats to the police.  Although I want Y to be taken by the police so he cannot harm me, I am very afraid that since he was already deported, he would be deported again at anytime and would then blame me. I am terrified that once back in Guatemala, he will then harm my mom or my sons as he has threatened.  

40. I am very afraid as Y has told me that here in the United States I am protected because here if he looks for me, the police will help me but he has threatened that if I go back to Guatemala, he will be waiting for me and will kill me.  I am also afraid of his family in Guatemala.  Y has been deported before and has also threatened to come back to Guatemala as soon as I am back there to then kill me.  Since he came back last time when I moved to my uncle’s house, I am sure that he will come back once again to hurt me.
41. I am terrified of being harmed once again if I am sent back to Guatemala.  I want to have a chance to live in safety and to create a safe place for my sons to be.
